
NC Harm Reduction Coalition 
Health Alert: Fentanyl is being sold 
in Pill Form in SE North Carolina 

FENTANYL is 80-100x stronger than morphine. 

Respiratory depression (overdose) can happen quickly, 
so make sure there is naloxone (Narcan) is on hand and 
that everyone knows the signs of overdose 
(unresponsive, dark lips/fingernails, pale/clammy/sweaty 
skin, shallow/raspy breathing, no breathing, gurgling/
snoring sound) and that action is taken quickly! Please 
tell friends and loved ones who take pills there are 
fentanyl containing counterfeits on the market in 
Wilmington, throughout the southeast seacoast, and 
nationally. There is no quality control or regulated 
manufacturing process. These drugs may contain toxic 
contaminants or have different levels of fentanyl in each 
batch. Even pills produced in the same batch may have 
little to lethal levels of fentanyl. 

There have also been recent reports of overdose 
deaths and a rise of overdoses from Wilmington 
users in the city this month. 

Naloxone (Narcan) is available for free to users and 
their loved ones through North Carolina Harm 
Reduction Coalition, call/text (336) 543-8050 to 
connect.

If you witness a overdose: CALL 911, GIVE RESCUE 
BREATHS every 5 seconds and administer naloxone.

As of April 9, 2013, a person who seeks medical 
assistance for someone experiencing a drug overdose 
cannot be prosecuted for small amounts of most drugs, 
possession of drug paraphernalia, or underage drinking 
if evidence for the charge was obtained as a result of 
that person seeking help. The victim is protected from 
these charges as well.  As of August 1, 2015, a person 
who seeks help for a drug overdose is not subject to 
arrest or revocation of pretrial release, probation, parole 
or post-release. The victim is also protected. The caller 
must provide his/her name to law enforcement to qualify 
for the immunity. 

Naloxone (Narcan) is an effective, prescription 
medication that reverses opioid drug overdose. Opioids 
include heroin and prescription painkillers such as 
Percocet, Fentanyl, Vicodin, Oxy, etc.  All North 
Carolinians are authorized under state law to give 
naloxone to an overdose victim.

Fentanyl is being sold in pill form sold as fake Xanax, Percocet, oxys, other opiate painkillers AND powder form as 
heroin, sometimes called “china white” or “fent dope.” Additionally, some street Percocet 30 pills are also reportedly being 
infused with fentanyl causing people to overdose.


